
Person comes into possession of 
firearm they are not authorised by Act 

to possess (excluding inheritance)

Surrendered 
to?

Surrender to a 
Dealer or to Police

Police either 
destroy or hold 
until registered / 
licence obtained

Firearm un-
registerable?

Dealer must 
surrender to police 

within 7 day

Person wants 
to sell, retain 
or surrender?

Dealer may sell on 
person’s behalf if 
person otherwise 

entitled to 
ownership.

Dealer may store for up to 6 
months while person seeks 
licence / permit to acquire 

and/or firearm is registered.

Person has 
not acquired 

within 6 
months

Police

Dealer

No

Yes

SellSurrender

Retain

Note:
Each dealing with a firearm under this provision must be recorded in the dealer’s record. Any un-
registered firearm received, that is not surrendered to police, must be registered within 7 days.

A firearm is un-registerable if it is 
of a category for which the 
dealer does not have a licence, 
if it is a prohibited firearm, or if it 
has an unlawful modification 
(e.g. shortened firearms).

A dealer may charge a 
fee for storage.

During the storage 
period person may 
change decision to 
retain to sell


