INFORMATION SHEET
CATEGORY C FIREARMS LICENCE

In order to establish your genuine need for a category C licence, additional information is required in support of your application:

1.  Primary Production – a Statutory Declaration sworn before a Justice of the Peace or Commissioner for Declarations (which is obtainable from any police station).  Information required in your Statutory Declaration must include –

· Proof that you are a primary producer or employed by a primary producer, e.g. tax exemption number, invoices etc.

· Type of primary production you are engaged in.

· A statement that you intend to use the firearm solely for primary production purposes, to suppress vertebrate pest animals on the land or destroy animals to avoid their pain and suffering.

· Size of property.

· Your need for a category C firearm.

· Why your needs cannot be met by a category A or B firearm, which includes pump and lever action rifles.

· If there are other means available to you to control vermin, other than the use of firearms, e.g. additional fencing etc.

2.  If you require employees to use category C firearms, please provide details of full time employees who will be required to use a category C firearm in the course of their employment.  If you do not wish to provide this information you will be required to provide a Statutory Declaration for each employee who lodges an application for a category C licence.  Please note that category C licences for employees engaged in primary production will be issued for 12 months only.  At the end of that period a new application will be required.

3. Copies of previous or existing permits (issued by Parks and Wildlife) may support your need to suppress vertebrate pest animals.

As the Firearms Act 1996 is very specific in its application, it is necessary for you to indicate individually each category of licence you may require, as well as your genuine reason for each category.  The category of licence for which you apply may be determined by the type of firearms you wish to possess/use, e.g. a centrefire rifle would require you to hold a category B firearms licence.

You should also be aware that the granting of category C licences (which are for firearms that have been prohibited throughout Australia) is a very restrictive process, therefore, at the time of applying for your licence you should give consideration to also applying for other categories of licences, e.g. category A or category A and B.
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