
Firearm dealers need to consider the type 
of firearm which is being surrendered and 
what the person surrendering it would like to 
happen to the firearm. These things will guide 
whether the dealer can purchase, sell or retain 
possession of the firearm or whether the dealer 
is required to surrender it to police. 

What does the person want to do with the firearm?

Reclaim Firearm
Has the person surrendering the firearm stated that they intend to 
reclaim the firearm once they are authorised to do so under the 
Firearms Act 1996.

Firearm parts: treat 
the same as firearms.

Is it a prohibited firearm? See Information Sheet 35 Dealer 
Advice - Requirements for purchasing prohibited Firearms?

Has the firearm been unlawfully modified? See Information 
Sheet 42 Alter, Modify or Create a Firearm.

Contact Fierarms Services to check registration status. Fierarms 
Services will make further enquiries to ensure the firearm 
can be sold or transferred. If the firearm cannot be sold or 
transferred it will need to be surrendered to police. 

Register Firearm if unregistered within 7 days.

Sell Firearm
You have agreed to buy the 
firearm from, or sell the firearm 
on behalf of, the person?

Note: Each dealing with a 
firearm or firearms part 
must be recorded in the 
dealer’s record of dealings

The dealer must surrender 
the firearm / firearm part 
in to a police station within 
7 days of receiving it.

If known, advise police 
whether the person wants to 
reclaim, sell or permanently 
surrender the firearm.

34 Dealer Advice:  Amnesty,  
Surrender and What Next?

The following chart reflects Regulation 21 of the 
Firearms Regulations 2016 which specifies the 
mandatory requirements for dealing with firearms 
that have been surrendered to firearms dealers.
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Sell or Transfer Firearm
Ensure a Permit to Acquire has been granted and/
or Firearms Services approval has been granted 

Permanently Surrender 
Firearm
Has the person surrendering  
the firearm stated that they  
wish to permanently surrender 
the firearm?

Is the Firearm of a category that the dealer is authorised to deal in?

The person has 6 months to obtain a licence, 
Permit to Acquire or other authorisation. 

1. If at the end of 6 months, they have not reclaimed the firearm, 
the dealer must surrender the firearm to Police within 7 days. 

2. If during these 6 months, the person decides to permanently 
surrender the firearm, the dealer must surrender the 
firearm to Police within 7 days of notification.
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